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Fostering is all about providing day to day support and a stable, caring 
home to a child when their parents or family are unable to look after them.

Every fostering journey is different and every foster child and family are 
unique. It’s what makes fostering so rewarding.

It can also be a great career. You’ll see your hard work make a difference 
to their lives – and you’ll be paid to help give children the support and 
encouragement they need.

What is Fostering?
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“We welcome applications from 
people who are single or in a 
relationship, irrespective of gender, 
religion, race or sexual orientation.”



Could you be a Foster Parent?
To foster with By the Bridge, you will:
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It doesn’t matter if you 
own your own property or 
rent - as long as you have 
the landlords permission 
to foster. 

Each foster child will likely 
need their own room, 
although siblings can 
sometimes share. 

There is no upper age limit 
as long as you are fit and 
healthy. By the Bridge 
requires all their Foster 
Parents to be at least 25 
years old. The reason for 
this is because we have 
children as old as 17 in 
our care.

We believe that at least 
one Foster Parent in the 
household should be 
at home on a full time 
basis, incase they are 
required at short notice. 
However, there are some 
exceptions to this. This is 
to ensure that the young 
person in your care is 
looked after in the best 
way possible. 

We welcome applications 
from people who are 
single or in a relationship,
irrespective of gender,
religion, race or sexual
orientation. 

The most important thing 
for a child is stability. 

25+ FULL
TIME STABILITYSPARE 

ROOM

Need a spare room Be aged 25+ Need to be available
full time

Need to have stability



“Our unique approach to fostering
puts the Foster Parents at the centre
of our team.”
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We are By the Bridge, a leading independent fostering organisation. We find and train Foster Parents 
so that young people in care get a better chance in life as a result of their foster family’s commitment 
and dedication. 

Our unique approach to fostering puts the Foster Parents at the centre of our team, supporting them 
so they can support the development and progress of a child. Seeing a child in care discover their 
full potential and giving them the best possible chance at happiness to achieve their personal best is 
what makes fostering with us so rewarding.

With over 15 years experience of helping children rebuild their lives, our high quality work is in high 
demand. Over 100+ Local Authorities have children placed with us, and every month more children 
are referred to us than we can possibly look after, which is why we are always looking for high quality 
foster families that can offer a good home to as many children as possible.

Who are By the Bridge?



“With ongoing training and support 
we enable our Foster Parents to 
nurture and develop children to 
become the best they can be.”
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We’re frequently asked what makes By the Bridge different from other providers. The answer for us is 
simple: Children are at the heart of everything we do and have been since our first Foster Parent joined 
us in 2002. 

For us, children being at the heart of everything we do isn’t just a statement, but the very foundations 
on which our organisation is built. By the Bridge was established with the notion that by implementing 
a therapeutic approach to fostering we really will change children’s lives. We teach our Foster Parents 
to not only see a child’s behaviour, but to understand it and enable them to respond in a therapeutic 
way. A Foster Parent then understands why a child behaves in a certain way – even if they don’t know 
themselves.

With ongoing training and support, we enable our Foster Parents to nurture and develop a child to 
become the best they can be. 

The end results we achieve speak for themselves, with children leaving our care as young adults with 
qualifications, confidence and the foundations for their futures.

What makes us different?



“Some children may need fostering
as a result of family, financial or 
behavioural reasons...”



Did you know?

Children need fostering for a variety of reasons. Some children 
may need fostering as a result of family, financial or behavioural 
reasons, whilst others may be because of abuse or neglect.

Whilst there are several different types of fostering, most 
placements with By the Bridge are on an emergency basis which 
normally results in short or long term placements. Every child is 
different and so is every placement. 

By the Bridge does not require Foster Parents who are only 
looking to foster on a respite only basis unless they have previous 
experience of fostering. 

All the statistics on this page are based on data from May 2019
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Children in our care

and under is the age of half 
of the children in our care

is the average age of the children in our care12 

Ages 13 - 16
(46%)

Ages 9 - 12
(31%)

Ages 17+
(10%)

Ages 0 - 4
(5%)

Ages 5 - 8
(8%)
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“We’re available 24/7, 365 days a 
year, with a dedicated support team
for out of hours calls.”



EXCELLENT 
ALLOWANCES

COMPETITIVE 
PAY

What we offer our Foster Parents
Fostering can be challenging work and we reward our Foster Parents by offering the following:

13

We’re available 24/7, 
365 days a year, with a 
dedicated support team 
for out of hours calls. 

We also have regular 
support groups at our 
offices where you can 
talk to other Foster 
Parents. 

Day or night; we’ll be 
there when you need us!

We’re well connected - 
namely due to the fact 
we are well known for 
offering our high quality 
services since 2002. 

This means over 500 
children a week are 
referred to us from over

By the Bridge Foster 
Parents are treated as 
professionals and we 
believe it’s important that 
they are given financial 
payments that cover the 
costs of caring for the 
children they look after.

With By the Bridge you’ll 
receive great weekly pay 
and benefits. You can find 
out more about this at an 
information event. 

We offer a variety of 
allowances, ranging from 
21 nights paid annual 
respite to long service 
awards for our Foster 
Parents. 

For the children in our 
care, we provide clothing, 
holiday and festival 
allowances as well as 
offering regular fun days 
and events for foster and 
birth children. 

EXTENSIVE 
SUPPORT

GREAT 
RELATIONSHIPS

100 Local Authorities.



“On average the fostering 
assessment process usually takes 
around 12 to 14 weeks.”
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How to become a Foster Parent
Below are the stages to become a Foster Parent with By the Bridge.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Send us an online 
enquiry, or give us a call

If eligible, an initial visit
will be booked

Health and Safety checks 
are made during Initial Visit

If the Initial Visit and 
H&S checks are satisfactory, 

you will then be sent an 
Application Form 

to complete

You will then enter the 
assessment process, which 

includes reference, medicals 
and DBS checks

If your application is 
successful you will then be 

invited along to a 4 day 
training course

If successful, you 
will then be approved 

as a Foster Parent!

Once your assessment is 
complete, the final step is 
to attend a Panel interview

Assessment date will be 
confirmed for completion 
of Form F and provisional 

Panel date will be set



“We have countryside offices
 throughout the UK providing 
you with a local service.”
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Where we are
By the Bridge offers fostering services across the UK.

Kent
South East

Essex
East

Norfolk
East

Leeds
Yorkshire

Berkshire
South East

Rugby
West Midlands

Manchester
North West

Sussex
South East

Tamworth
East Midlands



“Fostering is a big decision, so we 
completely understand that you 
may have many questions that 
need answering before you apply.”



Do I need to own my own home? 
No, but you do need a settled home environment and a place children can feel safe and 
welcome. If you rent your property you will need written permission from your landlord before you 
apply to foster.

What will the children be like? 
Most foster children, whatever their background, will have gone through some difficult experiences. 
This might change their behaviour, but they will also have plenty of special qualities too – just like 
any other child. It takes a special kind of person to look beyond a child’s behaviour and understand 
that it is normally a symptom of something else they are trying to express.

I was in trouble with the police when I was younger – is this a problem? 
Not necessarily. Of course, some serious offences would mean that you wouldn’t be accepted for 
fostering. However, if you’ve gone through difficult times in the past, and used your experiences to 
become a stronger person today, you could be an ideal person to help turn a child’s life around. 

Are you only interested in male-female couples? 
No, we’re interested in people who have the right approach to make great Foster Parents, 
whatever their family situation. You just need to be sure that at least one person is ready to 
work as a full-time Foster Parent.
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Frequently Asked Questions
It’s normal to have some initial questions when thinking about fostering. Here are some 
commonly asked questions taken from our information evenings.



“Some of the By the Bridge team 
have even fostered themselves so 
they know first-hand what it’s like.”
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Once we have received your initial enquiry, we’ll be in touch to organise a virtual ‘initial visit’ where we 
can find out more about you, your family and your home. It’s an informal chat which will allow you to 
get to us know us more and find out everything you need to know about becoming a Foster Parent with 
By the Bridge. 

There’s no commitment at this stage, just a fantastic opportunity to find out everything you’ve wanted 
to know about this exciting and rewarding career change where you’ll have the chance to change the 
lives of many young people. 

We look forward to speaking with you further, so be sure to complete our enquiry form today. The 
sooner you find out all about fostering with By the Bridge, the sooner you could be ready to welcome 
your first foster child.

So what happens next?
Find out all you need to know about fostering with By the Bridge 

Call us to find out more about fostering with By the Bridge 
today 0800 644 6230 or visit bythebridge.co.uk



bythebridge.co.uk 
0800 644 6230 V4


